Propofol and thiopentone for caesarean section revisited: maternal effects and neonatal outcome.
In 56 women undergoing elective caesarean section, general anaesthesia was induced with either propofol 1% or thiopentone 2.5% followed by 50% nitrous oxide in oxygen and isoflurane 0.75% until delivery. In the thiopentone group the arterial pressure rose following tracheal intubation and skin incision, while in the propofol group there was a significant tendency to hypotension immediately following induction of anaesthesia. There were differences in electroencephalogram (EEG) between the groups, while laryngoscopy, intubation and surgical stimulation had no effect on EEG pattern. Recovery after anaesthesia did not differ between groups. None of the patients had recall of the intraoperative period, but 53% of patients induced with propofol showed signs of light anaesthesia between induction and delivery. Neonates in the propofol group had lower Apgar scores 1 min after birth than those in the thiopentone group, but these differences were no longer significant at 5 min. No differences were noted in neurobehavioural status at 1, 4 and 24 h.